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SUBJECT: LOCAL DC COMMENTS ON PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
1 . IN THE COURSE OF CONVERSATIONS WITH CONSULATE DC PROVINCIAL OF- 
FICIALS AND NATIONAL DEPUTIES HAVE EXPRESSED OPINIONS ON CONTENDERS 
FOR THE PRESIDENCY. A DC PROVINCIAL SECRETARY (DOROTEO) NOTED JUNE 
23 THAT THE SOCIALISTS HAVE APPARENTLY TORPEDOED DC SECRETARY 
ZACCAGNINI'S FLOAT INTO THE PRESIDENCY. THE PARTY OFFICIAL CLAIMED 
THAT ZACCAGNINI WOULD HAVE BEEN ELECTED ON THE FIRST BALLOT BUT THE 
PSI WITH ITS "IRRESPONSIBLE POLITICAL TOURISM" HAS TURNED THE PRE- 
SIDENTIAL ELECTION INTO A POLITICAL TEST WHICH COULD UNBALANCE THE 
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GOVERNMENT. THE PARTY OF CRAXI.THE DC PROVINCIAL SECRETARY DECLARED, 
IS "WORSE THAN BEFORE" AND THE PSI CONTINUES TO BE A "PLAGUE ON 
ITALY". IN A STUDIED EMOTIONAL TONE, THE DC PARTY REPRESENTATIVE 
ACCUSED THE SOCIALISTS OF A CLUMSY ATTEMPT TO DISRUPT THE DELICATE 
POLITICAL BALANCE WHICH THE SOCIALISTS WRONGLY INTERPRET AS 
HISTORIC COMPROMISE. SOCIALIST ANTICS ONLY FORCE THE DC AND PCI IN 
TO CLOSER COOPERATION, AFFIRMED THE PARTY OFFICIAL. 
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2. SHOULD ZACCAGNINI BE ELECTED PRESIDENT (AND AN ANDREOTTI-SUP- 
PORTING DC DEPUTY TOLD US THE PARTY IS FULLY BEHIND HIM) ON. FLAMI- 
NIO PICCOLI MIGHT ASSUME THE KEY PARTY SECRETARY POSITION.THAT MAY BE 
FINE FOR THE DOROTEI BUT FOR OUR ANDREOTANI INTERLOCUTOR PICCOLI 
REPRESENTS THE OLD UNREFORMED DC AND THE PARTY'S IMAGE-REJUVENATED 
UNDER ZACCAGNINI- WOULD SUFFER. FURTHERMORE, RELATIONS WITH THE PCI 
COULD BE COMPLICATED. THE DOROTEI, AFFIRMED THIS DEPUTY, SACRIFICE 
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POLICY TO POWER EQUATIONS (PRESUMALLY ANDREOTTIANI DO NOT) AND MIGHT 
FIND IT DIFFICULT TO BREAK WITH A PCI WITH WHICH THEY COMFORTABLY 
SHARE POWER. 

3. ANOTHER DOROTEO DEPUTY DISCUSSED THE PRESIDENTIAL CONTEST WITH 
CONOFF JUST BEFORE THE LEONE RESIGNATION. THE DEPUTY DESCRIBED ZAC- 
CAGNINI AS TIRED AND SICK. HE SHOULD RETIRE. ON THE OTHER HAND 
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ANDREOTTI WOULD MAKE A GOOD PRESIDENT. IN THAT EVENT THE DOROTEO 
THOUGHT PICCOLI SHOULD BE PRIME MINISTER.. 

4. COMMENT: CONJECTURE ON THE PRESIDENCY IS CONTINAULLY MODIFIED 
AS BALLOTING DAY APPROACHES. HERE AS ELSEWHERE THE TALK OF WHICH 
LAY CANDIDATE CAN GAIN A BROAD CONSENSUS NOW SUPERSEDES CONSIDERA- 
TION OF THE DC CANDIDATES AND POLITICAL EFFECT ON PARTY ORGANIZA- 
TION. THE ABOVE COMMENTS POINT TO INVOLVEMENT OF FACTIONAL, AND 
PERSONAL AS WELL AS MORE GENERAL PARTY INTERESTS IN THE SPECULATION 
OF THE DAY. COLANTONIO. 
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